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Dear Parents/Carers
We really have had a great start to the Autumn term! The weather (up until recently) has been lovely,
allowing us to spend a lot of time outdoors and the children have settled into their new classes
extremely well. It has been great to return to whole school assemblies and singing sessions again, and
to see children from different age groups mixing. Due to the removal of restrictions we have also been
able to reinstate our Student Council, our lunchtime play leaders and lunchtime monitors. It is really
important that our pupils take on responsibilities to support the school community and they all do a
marvellous job!
Over the coming weeks we will also begin our reading buddies where children from older year groups
will share books and read with the younger children.
COVID19 Update
We are really grateful for your ongoing support. We know that we are all now suffering from information
overload and the messages can be quite confusing. The biggest confusion seems to be around testing,
symptoms and school attendance. Below is a summary of what you need to know based on frequently
asked questions:
● Children with COVID symptoms should not be in school.
● Everyone with symptoms should have a PCR test.
● The LFD tests (home testing) are not suitable for people with symptoms.
● Children are presenting with different symptoms to the 3 listed NHS symptoms, an upset
stomach/sickness being the most common symptom we are seeing, so caution around
symptoms is advised.
● We will let you know when there is a confirmed case in school but we no longer inform you if
your child has been a close contact.
● If someone in your household has COVID, other people in the household can attend work and
school as normal - they will need a PCR test but don’t have to isolate whilst waiting for the
result, unless symptomatic.
● We will change our practice and introduce new measures if we meet the thresholds set out in
our contingency plan (available on the school website).

We are still progressing with caution in terms of COVID and for the moment are restricting parents in
school. We are very hopeful to begin to invite parents into school soon.

News

Elvis is in the building!

Last week we had a visit from Elvis the therapy dog, courtesy of Milk Education. I am sure your
children have told you all about it. Elvis is a very special dog who has been blind for most of his life
and who works in schools providing therapy sessions for children. It was lovely to hear all about the
work he does and how he helps children, and of course to have a cuddle and feed him some treats!

Y4 out and about
Y4 have been out and about recently, visiting Vindolanda as part of their History topic this term. They
had a great time exploring the site, finding out about the Romans and even joining in with the
archaeological dig.

Macmillan Cake Sale
A huge thank you to everyone who donated cakes for the cake sale. The cakes and treats were
amazing! Thank you also to those who parted with their hard earned cash to buy them. As you are all
aware Macmillan is an amazing charity which we are very proud to support. Your kind donations raised
£275 for the charity which is fantastic. Thank you!
A special thank you goes out to the Y4 volunteers: Harvey, Isabelle, Abbie and Emilia who stayed back
after school to help with the sale. Amazing job!

Apples!
Each year our apple trees in our allotment area and nursery yard produce hundreds of lovely apples.
Unfortunately in previous years a lot of the apples have gone to waste. Not this year! Our children
have worked hard this year collecting the apples to be used for healthy snacks and in our school
kitchen: using the apples to bake tasty crumbles, creating chocolate apples and this week Y4 used an
apple press to create apple juice that all of the children had at lunchtime.

Y4 Allotment Project
This term, as part of Y4’s allotment curriculum, they have been tasked with organising our Harvest
Festival. We are planning to hold our celebration this year outdoors, on Monday 18th October in the
afternoon. The Y4 children will be advertising the event very soon so look out for the flyers!

Information
Morrisons ‘Good to Grow’
Morrisons are currently running their Good To Grow incentive to try to encourage children to grow
food themselves. This obviously fits in nicely with our allotment curriculum! As part of this incentive
they are offering free gardening equipment for schools. For every £10 you spend (in store or online)
at Morrisons, you’ll get a Grow Token which can be exchanged, by school, for gardening equipment.
All you need to do is download the MyMorrisons app to start collecting Grow Tokens.
Parent Consultations
We will be holding our Autumn term parent consultations week beginning 11th October. Our first
consultations will be held over the phone. Next week you will be able to sign up to a phone call slot
via Parentmail. The focus of this parent consultation is to discuss how your child has settled back into
school and share with you their targets for the Autumn term.
Music @ Wylam
It has been lovely to get our programme of music back up and running again. Children are enjoying
their individual and small group music lessons on keyboard and trumpet, and our whole class trumpet
sessions are up and running again too. School have bought into a new music scheme for class
lessons and the children are really enjoying the return of our singing assembly on Wednesdays. We
also have a number of children who are ‘rocking out’ during their Rocksteady lessons. If you would
like more information about Rocksteady then click on the link below.
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com
Christmas Cards (PTFA Fundraising)
Ready or not, Christmas will be coming soon and the children have been busy designing Christmas
cards. Their fabulous designs will be coming home with them w/c 4 October and if you would like to
make an order you need to do this online at www.apfsorders.co.uk . For every order you make a
portion of the cost will go towards PTFA fundraising.
If you do decide to order you must return the original design to school with the unique code
sticker on the back or they cannot be made into cards etc. The final day for placing online orders is
15 October and the designs must be returned to school by 19 October. The designs will then be
couriered to APFS on 21 October. Many thanks from the PTFA you for your support.

PTFA AGM
The PTFA AGM will take place on Wednesday 20 October via Zoom. All are welcome so
please come along if you would like to help out, in whatever capacity you can, to raise essential
funds for school and provide fun, extra-curricular activities for our children and families.
Break the Rules Day
On Friday 15th October we are going to hold a Break the Rules Day! On that day children can come
to school dressed in whatever they like - fancy dress, favourite sports kit, coolest clothes, colour their
hair, wear a wig or crazy or elaborate hair accessories. Anything goes! A voluntary contribution of £1
to go to our PTFA fundraising is welcome.
Lost Property
Lost property will be on display on the yard at 3.15pm on Friday 15 October, ahead of an unclaimed
lost property sale on Wednesday 20 October at 3.15pm on the yard - all items £1 each to go to our
PTFA fundraising.

Reminders

Middle School Applications (Y4)
Just a reminder that the deadline for Middle School Applications is 31st October. Applications must be
completed via the Northumberland portal.
Head Lice
It hasn’t taken long for these little pests to find their way back into school. We will send home letters
when we find a case of head lice in school. If your child has head lice we ask that they are treated
before they return to school. To try to prevent the spread we ask that all children with long hair tie it up
for school. Thank you.
Warm clothes
The temperature drop over the last few days has been a bit of a shock to the system! Please can we
remind you that children need a warm, shower resistant coat in school, every day. Children spend
prolonged periods of time outside, even in drizzle, so need some protection.
As we are heading towards the colder months children can also bring an additional warm layer to wear
in the classroom (cardigan, zip up hoodie, lightweight zip up fleece are advisable). Under current
COVID risk assessment guidance, ventilation is still key so windows and internal doors will be open
across the day. We will obviously monitor comfortable working conditions closely.
Spare PE clothes on rainy days
Our PE sessions over the Autumn term will be held outdoors (unless the weather conditions are
extreme). This means that, at times, it may rain and clothes, particularly shoes and socks, can get wet.
On rainy days please send in a change of socks and shoes for your child so that they can be
comfortable after their session.

School Calendar
Monday 4th October

Y3 - Young Scientist Workshop - Newcastle University

Tuesday 12th and
Thursday 14th October

Parent consultations

Friday 15th October

Lost property reclaim on yard @ 3.15pm

Friday 15th October

Break the Rules (non-uniform) Day

Monday 18th October

Harvest Festival (pm)

Wednesday 20th October

Unclaimed lost property sale on yard @ 3.15pm

Wednesday 20th October

PTFA AGM

Thursday 21st October

Last day of the half term

Friday 22nd October

Teacher Training Day

Monday 1st November

Back to school

Tuesday 30th November

Reception- Y4 flu immunisations

Friday 3rd December (provisional)

Christmas Fair

Thursday 9th December

Christmas lunch

Thursday 16th December

Nursery to Y4 Pantomime trip - Tyne Theatre

Friday 17th December

Last day of the Autumn term (Christmas Holidays)

Tuesday 4th January

Teacher Training Day

Wednesday 5th January

Back to school (Spring Term)

Best wishes
S Gibbon
Headteacher

