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Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back! I hope that you all had a lovely half term break and were able to enjoy a few dry and
wind free days nearer the end of the week.
As you will be aware, this week the Government published their updated guidance around the
changes they are making to the law for COVID: Living with COVID. I’ve tried to outline the
changes and expected changes for the coming weeks and what they mean for school. As you’ll
imagine, the guidance is not as clear as we would hope, and there are still many questions so
thank you in advance for your understanding and support.
Face Coverings:
Face coverings are no longer required. Staff will no longer be required to wear them in
communal spaces unless they choose to do so. Visitors and parents will no longer be required
to wear masks on the yard at pick up and drop off time or indoors unless they choose to do so.
Contact Tracing:
Close contacts are no longer required to self-isolate and are no longer advised to take daily LFD
tests for 7 days. Contact tracing has ended.
Testing:
There is no longer an expectation that staff take part in asymptomatic testing twice weekly.
Primary age children have previously only been recommended to test when they have been
deemed a close contact or if parents needed/chose to. We have always followed this
recommendation, and while tests are freely available, we will continue to recommend this
approach to protect children, staff and wider families linked to our school. LFD tests will remain
free until 1st April 2022.

Testing positive for COVID-19:
The government is removing the legal requirement to self isolate following a positive COVID test
but adults and children will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other
people: People With COVID-19 .
After day 5 they may choose to take a LFD test followed by another on day 6. If both are
negative and they do not have a temperature, they can safely return to their normal routine.

How to safely return to your normal routine before 10 days

We will continue to follow the stay at home guidance and ask that any staff member or child
who tests positive for COVID isolates for a minimum of 5 days. Schools can take the decision to
refuse attendance of a pupil who has a confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19 until proof of
a negative PCR result is obtained or 2 LFD tests after day 5: Schools Guidance .
Contingency Plans:
Schools are still required to have contingency plans in place to ‘step measures up or down’. We
will continue to follow Local Authority guidance, who will continue to manage outbreaks and take
measures where necessary and as a last resort.
Other Illnesses:
As before, children do not learn well if they are unwell in themselves. Please avoid spreading
illness to others and keep your child at home if they are unwell. This website may be helpful:
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ .
What is not changing:
We will continue to ventilate all spaces used by children and staff in school. Hygiene measures
(hand washing and cleaning routines) will also remain in place. We will continue to monitor and
report cases as required, and offer advice for families with positive cases. We will continue to

provide remote education to children who are isolating (due to a positive COVID result) and
cannot attend school.
I appreciate that the current changes may bring more questions than answers. Some families will
be pleased to see the changes, while others will be extremely worried about what it means for
them. As always, we will take a balanced approach that aims to enable children to have all the
opportunities we can provide, whilst keeping them as safe as we can.
Thank you for your understanding and support. As ever, if you have any specific concerns
please do get in touch and we will do our best to support you with them.

Information
Respect Week
This week in school we are focusing on respect. We launched our RESPECT week in assembly this
morning where we talked about what the word respect means and how we can be respectful to
ourselves and others. Respecting everyone and everything is one of our school rules/green
behaviours. All week children will receive RESPECT stickers when they are showing respect in class
and around school. If your child comes home with a RESPECT sticker please ask them how they got
it.
Smarties Challenge
Thank you to all who took part in the PTFA’s Smarties Challenge. We have already had some of the
Smarties tubes returned - well done! Once your child has filled their tube, through acts of kindness,
please return the tube to school.
World Book Day
Don’t forget that it is World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March. We are really looking forward to a fun
filled day of fancy dress and a visit from Chris Bostock.
As the children will be attending school in fancy dress they do not need to bring their PE kit into school
for their usual PE lesson. Our Newcastle United coach, Amy, will be planning some different activities
for that day.
If your child is attending the multiskills after school club then please send in some sports clothes and
trainers so that they can get changed before the club.
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Best wishes
S Gibbon
Headteacher

