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Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back to the 2nd half of the Autumn term. I hope that you all had a great time Trick or Treating
or at your Halloween parties, and I am sure that too many sweets were consumed!
Unfortunately we have started the beginning of this half term thinking about increasing COVID
measures in schools. You will have received the letter from the local authority regarding the measures
they are suggesting. We have updated our risk assessments and plans and below is our response to
the suggested actions.
1. Testing for household contacts of COVID-19
If you or anyone in your household tests positive for COVID then we will continue to ask
that all household members arrange a PCR test.
2.Face coverings
We require all visitors who come into school to wear facemasks.
3.Reduce mixing between year groups and classes
From September we maintained our cautious approach to this. Children remain in class
groups. At lunch time only 2 classes (Key Stage groups) are in the hall at one time and are
separated from one another. Extended groups of 2 classes use the outdoors at the same
time for breaks.
4.Schools will carefully consider whether large events should continue.
We had already thought about ‘large school events’ and had made the decision that any
events will have to take place outdoors. At this point we still intend to go ahead with our
plans to hold a Christmas Fair outdoors and are planning to hold a Christmas carol service
outdoors at the end of term. We are carefully assessing this risk and will ensure that there
are a range of measures in place to make the events as COVID secure as possible. As
always, in the current climate, this may be subject to change.

5.Schools will carefully consider whether educational trips and residential visits
should go ahead.
The current advice is that school trips can still go ahead if it is limited to 1 class and not
multiple groups. In response to this it is impossible for our whole school trip to the
pantomime to go ahead this year.
6.Schools will continue to pay careful attention to ventilation, cleaning and hand
hygiene.
From September we continued with our cleaning and hygiene routines and continued to
open windows to keep rooms well ventilated. As we are heading into the winter months
children will need to bring extra layers of clothing to school to wear in the classroom. We
will continue to monitor this.
We still have a separate contingency framework, available on the website, which indicates the
measures we will put in place if we hit specific thresholds. We have not yet reached those thresholds
and continue to take a cautious and sensible approach.
Thank you for your continued support with this.

News

Harvest Festival
A huge thank you to everyone who attended our Harvest Festival. It was a great event and it was so
lovely to finally invite parents back into school. I am sure you will agree that the Y4 children did an
amazing job at organising and running the event.

Children in Need
We will be supporting Children in Need again this year on Friday 19th November. On that day children
can come to school wearing something spotty or Children in Need merchandise. We will be asking for
a donation of £1.

Information
Wylam Choir
As a result of additional measures being implemented we are now unable to start our choir on
Monday. If your child signed up to be part of the choir we will keep their name on record and if/when
we are able to restart this we will let you know.
PTA Christmas Fair
At this point we plan to go ahead with our outdoor Christmas Fair on 3rd December. Information will

follow on the measures we have put in place. In advance of this we need your help for some of our
stalls:
Teddy Tombola - good quality/clean teddies can be donated to school between Monday 22nd
November and Friday 26th December
Refreshments and Tombola donations - Please bring in donations on Friday 26th November
Nursery and Reception - chocolate donation for the chocolate tombola
Y1 + Y2 - mulled wine and mince pie donations for refreshments
Y3 + Y4 - bottle donations for bottle tombola
Jam Jar Tombola - Wednesday 1st December - children can wear their Christmas jumpers to school
in return for a donation of a jam jar filled with sweets.
All money raised at this event will contribute towards our playground project.
As always the PTA would appreciate any support from parents who could help with the organising
and running of the event. If you can help out then please contact a member of the PTA.
Christmas Carol Service
This year, because of continued concerns regarding COVID infection rates, we will not be able to run
our usual programme of Christmas performances. We intend to hold a Christmas Carol service
outdoors, similar to our Harvest Festival event. We plan to hold this on Friday 17th December. To
reduce numbers there will be 2 performances; a morning performance just after drop off, and an
afternoon performance at the end of the day. More information will follow.
Morrisons ‘Good to Grow’
Thank you to all who took part in Morrisons Good To Grow. This has now finished and we are going
to use our tokens to buy seeds for our allotment.
Break the Rules Day
We had great fun in school on Break The Rules Day. Thanks to your donations you raised £161 for
the PTA playground project.

Reminders
Warm clothes
Please can we remind you that children need a warm, shower resistant coat in school, every day.
Children spend prolonged periods of time outside, even in drizzle, so need some protection. So far this
week there have been a number of children who have not come to school suitably dressed for the
weather.
As we are heading towards the colder months children can also bring an additional warm layer to wear
in the classroom (cardigans, zip up hoodies, lightweight zip up fleeces are advisable). Under current
COVID risk assessment guidance, ventilation is still key so windows and internal doors will be open
across the day. We will obviously monitor comfortable working conditions closely.
Spare PE clothes on rainy days
Our PE sessions over the Autumn term will be held outdoors (unless the weather conditions are
extreme). This means that, at times, it may rain and clothes, particularly shoes and socks, can get wet.
On rainy days please send in a change of socks and shoes for your child so that they can be
comfortable after their session.

School Calendar
Wednesday 17th November

Y4 drama project - RGS

Monday 22nd November

Donations for teddy tombola

Friday 26th November

Donations for refreshments or tombola prizes

Monday 29th November

Y2 visit - Christmas Journey

Tuesday 30th November

Reception-Y4 flu immunisations

Wednesday 1st December

Christmas jumper day - jam jar tombola donation

Friday 3rd December

Christmas Fair

Thursday 9th December

Christmas lunch

Friday 10th December

Rock Steady performance assembly

Thursday 16th December

Polar Express day

Friday 17th December

Last day of the Autumn term (Christmas Holidays)

Tuesday 4th January

Teacher Training Day

Wednesday 5th January

Back to school (Spring Term)

Best wishes
S Gibbon
Headteacher

