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Dear Parents/Carers
What a great start we have had to the summer term. The last few weeks have been very busy and the
children have been working hard in class but also in supporting roles across the school. We have been
very impressed with our play leaders who have undergone training to lead lunchtime games and
activities. Their training is now complete and they are ready to take on this role independently.
JohnPaul from ‘Full Of Beans’ was very complimentary about our pupils and amazed at how well they
did, considering he usually does this type of work with Y6 pupils.
Staffing News
We are very sad to announce that we have some staff who will be leaving us at the end of the year.
This will be Mr Daly-Brand’s final term as a teacher at Wylam First School. As you know Mr DalyBrand has worked at Wylam First School for a long time and is a much loved member of the Wylam
First School family. We will be very sad to see him go and know that Wylam First School will not be the
same without him. He is moving on to a different career path and we wish him every success for the
future. We know he will be brilliant!
Mrs Newall will be leaving us at the end of the year. She has worked at the school for the last 5 years
and has been an influential, important and much loved member of the school team. We are very much
looking forward to visiting her farm in the future and wish her every success in her new venture.
We are very sad to announce that Mrs Short has decided that she is unable to return to Wylam First
School. She is a much loved and respected member of staff and friend and we will miss her very much.
She has promised that she will come into school regularly to see the staff and pupils, and to help out
which we are very pleased about.
Mrs Cairns, who has worked at Wylam First School for a number of years now in a supply capacity
and most recently has covered for Mrs Short during her absence, is retiring at the end of the year. Her

last day will be 8th July. Mrs Cairns will be sorely missed! Again we wish her the very best of luck for
the future and look forward to hearing about her retirement adventures.
Miss Davidson will also be leaving us at the end of the year to complete her PGCE to become a
qualified teacher. We will be sad to see her go but are really pleased that she is now taking this next
step in her career. We know she will be brilliant!
We are happy to announce that Miss Palmer and Mrs Baxter will be permanent teachers at Wylam
First School in September.
We are currently in the process of recruiting a Deputy Head Teacher to begin in September. We will be
interviewing this week and will keep you informed of the outcome.

News
Y4 Quad Kids
Y4 had a great time at the Quad Kids competition on Friday. Not only did they try their best in every
activity but they were outstanding ambassadors for the schools with their exemplary behaviour.
Produce from the allotment
Our allotment is well and truly in bloom now and produce is growing well. When anything is ready we
will leave it out on tables in the yard on a Tuesday and Thursday after school. Please help yourself.
We will leave an honesty box next to it for any donations. All donations go towards the upkeep of the
allotment.
Eco Committee
It was great to see so many applications from the children to be part of our Eco Committee. Mr
Mordue was very impressed and has decided to give all who applied a role. Their first meeting will
take place on Tuesday where they will find out about what they will be doing.
KS2 Singing Group
Mrs Paul , who is currently volunteering at Wylam First School, has asked if she can run a lunch time
singing group for KS2 over the summer term. If your child is interested in joining in then they can
leave their name with their class teacher. The group will begin the week before the half term break.

Information
Parent and Pupil Questionnaire
Last week we sent out the links to our parent and pupil questionnaires. Please could you take the time
to complete both by Friday 13th May. All of the information collated is used to support our self
evaluation process and whole school priorities.
Children’s Cancer Run
We are very excited that the Children’s Cancer Run is finally here! For those running we will meet at
the school meeting point at the Racecourse in front of Brandling House. Our start time is 10:05am so

we will meet at 9:45am. Our allocated parking is in car park A.
Unfortunately this year I am unable to run but I will be there along with Miss Todd, Ms Thompson and
Miss Davidson. Look out for the Wylam First School banner. It would be great if we could all meet here
and begin the race together. Once the runners have set off we will move to a position near the finish
line. Again look for the banner. It would be nice to get together at the end for a group picture and a
little picnic. Let’s hope the weather is as nice as it has been this weekend.
It’s not too late to enter. Online entries will be open until Wednesday 11th May and you are able to
enter on the day in person at the Racecourse.
Queen’s Jubilee - Afternoon Tea
Mr Daly-Brand is currently working with the PTFA to plan our Jubilee picnic. We really hope that you
can come along on Monday 23rd May to help us celebrate. Bring a picnic blanket and some treats
and join in with the fun. More information will be sent out this week. As part of our celebrations we will
be creating a card which we will send to the Queen, and during the week of 23rd May each class will
be taking part in some lessons and activities linked to the Jubilee.
Y4 End of Year Performance
Rehearsals are now underway for the Y4 end of year performance. To raise funds for the show the Y4
children will be holding a Willy Wonka bake sale in the yard on Friday 20th May at 3:15pm.
Y4 Residential Information Evening
Y4 parents and pupils are invited along to an information meeting on Monday 16th May at 3:15pm so
that they can find out all about their upcoming residential and ask any questions. The meeting will take
place in the Y4 classroom.
Wylam First School Facebook Page
Please remember to have a look at our FaceBook page regularly. Class teachers post each week to
show you the learning that takes place in class and to celebrate the children’s work. If you do not have
FaceBook, you can look at our FaceBook feed on our school website.
Climbing on the school roof
Unfortunately we have had a number of instances recently of groups of children climbing onto the
school roof and into the inner courtyard of the school. Each time they go onto the roof they are
causing damage and we are very concerned that someone is going to get hurt. This time they wrote
their names on the roof so we are currently tracking down who they are. If you see anything or know
who is doing this please let us know.

School Calendar
11th May

School photographs day

15th May

Children’s Cancer Run

23rd May (pm)

Queen’s Jubilee picnic

24th May

Reception Heights and Weights

25th May

Y4 Newby Bridge residential

6th June

Launch day of Wylam’s Got Talent

6th June

RNLI visit to Y2

8th June

Hoopstarz in school

28th June

Y1 Beamish trip

30th June

Y4 welcome meeting at Ovingham Middle School

4th July

Transition Day

5th July

Reception Graduation - 10am

6th July (am)

Wylam’s Got Talent Final

8th July

Y3 trip to The Sill

11th July (pm)

Sports Day

11th - 15th July

Paul Mordue Bushcraft Days

18th July

School reports

18th July

Y4 Show

19th July

Y4 Show

20th July (am)

Y4 Leavers Assembly

21st July

Last day of the school year

Best wishes
S Gibbon
Headteacher

