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Dear Parents/Carers
As we come to the end of another successful year at Wylam First School it is with sadness that we say
goodbye to one of our long serving teachers and our Assistant Headteacher. Mr Daly Brand has
worked at Wylam for 14 years teaching many children in the Tyne Valley and has taken on a
considerable amount of roles across the school and indeed the community. He is much loved by both
pupils and staff and will be missed by all. We wish him the very best of luck in his new career, knowing
of course that he will be amazing at whatever he does. Good luck Mr Daly Brand - keep in touch!
On Wednesday we said goodbye to Mrs Newall. Mrs Newall has worked at Wylam First School for 5
years, across a range of year groups. During her time with us she led key curriculum areas and
organised a number of events and extra curricular activities. She is a well loved member of staff and
will be missed! We wish her the very best of luck in her new venture and hope to see her very soon on
school trips to her farm.
We also say goodbye to Miss Davidson who has worked with us for the last few years in our breakfast
club, Nursery and Reception. Miss Davidson has been a fantastic member of staff who has always
gone the extra mile to help out wherever she can. She is heading off to begin studying to be a teacher.
We wish her the very best of luck and know that she will be fantastic!
Today we say goodbye to our wonderful Y4 class. We are so proud of all of the children in Y4. We
have had the privilege of following their journey through our school where they have grown into the
confident, resilient, responsible and mature individuals they are. They have had an incredibly busy
year, taking on all of the opportunities the school has offered them and particularly in the final term;
rehearsing for their end of year show and leavers’ assembly at the same time of completing the
curriculum. They have risen to the challenge! Their performance of Charlie and The Chocolate Factory
was incredible! A huge thank you to the extremely talented Mrs Shaw-Kew and Mrs Conaty for the
amazing show. We wish all of our Y4 pupils the very best of luck for their future adventures. They are

more than ready to take on the challenges of middle school and we can’t wait to hear about all of their
future successes.
Again our PTFA have worked incredibly hard this year, fundraising and supporting great events like
Easter Bingo and the Jubilee Picnic. They have raised a huge amount of money for the school which,
along with some fundraising from pupils, has allowed us to make improvements to our school yard.
This work will take place over the summer holiday. Thank you to all members of the PTFA, with a
special thank you to Sarah Kelly the Chair. Unfortunately we are losing some key members of our
PTFA this year. A huge thank you to Sib McCarthy, Steven Duckworth and Kate Lewis for all of your
support over the years. We really need some new members to join in September so that we can
continue to provide all of the opportunities for our children. If you would like to help out then please let
us know.
We have had a successful year at Wylam First School, despite the constant challenges we have faced.
Our pupils have continued to make strong progress across the curriculum and as a school remain
above the national averages in terms of outcomes at statutory data points. We are proud of all of our
children and their hard work this year. We are also very proud of our wider curriculum offer, the
additionality we add to our curriculum to support the development of each of our pupils as an
individual; things like our allotment project, our heritage focus and our programme for personal
development to name a few. This is unique to Wylam First School.
None of this is possible without a committed and skilled team of staff who go the extra mile to support
each child in our school. I would like to personally thank each and every member of the school team,
who all play their part in making our school what it is.
Finally I would like to thank all of our parents for your continued help and support, and also for the very
kind gifts you have sent into school today. This is much appreciated.
I wish you all a fantastic summer and look forward to hearing about the adventures you got up to in
September.

News
Y3 Visit to the Sill
A few weeks ago our Y3 pupils visited The Sill to support their study of the Romans and their poetry
focus in the Summer term. They worked on a book called ‘The Lost Words’ that combines both poetry
and art work. The children had a great day and were hugely inspired by the work they completed; so
much so, that they continued to write poetry both at home and school, and have created their own
version of the book.
Children’s Cancer Run - 15 May
The run organisers contacted us this week to advise our school raised a massive £512 for this very
worthy cause. Well done to all who took part!

Early Years Graduation
It was lovely to hold an end of year celebration for our Early Years children this term. It was the first
time they had performed in front of a room full of parents and they did this with confidence and
enthusiasm. It was a real treat to find out about what they had been learning across the year. Well
done Early Years.
Wylam’s Got Talent
What can I say about Wylam’s Got Talent - it was amazing! The children showcased a wide range of
skills and talents and had clearly worked very hard to perfect their acts. This year we simply could not
decide on the winners and so chose 3 who were all deserving of the crown. Well done to Emilia, Jake
and Luke for winning this year. A huge well done to all runners up and all children who took part in the
show. I can’t wait to see what talents will be on show next year!!
Bushcraft
Last week all pupils took part in bushcraft activities with Mr Mordue. They had a great time taking on a
range of tasks and ended the day with a slip and slide which I think the staff enjoyed as much as the
children.
Sports Day
It was great to hold our first full sports day since 2019. The weather was on our side and the children
had a great time. Thank you to all who attended and of course for those who took part in the races!
Y4 Golf
A group of our Y4 took part in a golf festival recently. We have just found out that we actually came 3rd
overall in the event which is fantastic! Well done to all who took part and represented the school.
Rocksteady Concert
It was lovely to invite parents into school at the end of term to see their children take part in their
Rocksteady concert. The 4 rock bands were fantastic! If you would like your child to join Rocksteady in
September you can find more information on the website: Rocksteady

Information
Work during the holidays
There will be some work taking place on the school grounds over the summer break. We are having
the paths and road into school resurfaced and our playground equipment fitted. Although the school
grounds will remain open, there may be times when accesses are closed.
September Meetings Y1-Y4
We are already looking ahead to September. From the week beginning 12th September we will be
inviting parents into a ‘New to’ class meeting. During this meeting you will find out all of the key
information you will need for your child’s new class.
Monday 12th September
9:15am - Y1
10am - Y2

Tuesday 13th September
9:15am - Y3
10am Y4
Please don’t worry if you are unable to attend. All of the information shared will then be posted onto
our website.
Don’t forget to check our Facebook page where you will find all of the pictures from key events and a
round up of what has been happening in school.

School Calendar
21st July

Last day of the school year

22nd July

Queen’s Jubilee commuted bank holiday

Monday 5th September

Teacher training day

Tuesday 6th September

First day of the new school year

Monday 12th September

KS1 ‘New to’ meetings

Tuesday 13th September

KS2 ‘New to’ meetings

Best wishes
S Gibbon
Headteacher

