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Dear Parents/Carers
What a busy term! We are really enjoying the freedom this term to run events, go out on trips and invite
parents back into school. This is really impacting positively on our extra curricular programme and the
children are thoroughly enjoying themselves.
Thank you for all of your support with our sponsored ‘Big Playtime’ supporting both the NSPCC and
the Ukraine appeal. Due to your amazing support we managed to raise a total of £857! We hope that
you have had an opportunity to have a look at the messages of hope and support that our children
wrote which are attached to Tiggy’s tree and our fenceline.
We are rapidly heading towards the end of term now. Below you will find all of the key dates that you
will need for the remainder of the school year. This week will be the last week for homework. Please
can we ask that all school reading books are returned by Monday 11th July. This will give us time to
sort them for the beginning of the new academic year. Of course we would encourage the children to
continue to read their own books and share books with parents and carers as often as possible, and
don’t forget about the Library’s Summer Reading Challenge!
On Friday this week, we say goodbye to Mrs Cairns who has been our Nursery teacher this year. I
would like to thank her for everything she has done to support Wylam First School over a number of
years and, of course, for the outstanding work she has done in our Nursery this academic year. She
will be missed!

News
School trips
A number of school trips have taken place in recent weeks. Y1 had a fantastic time at Beamish
learning about life in the Victorian era as part of our Tyne Valley Past and Present topic. They
particularly enjoyed riding on the trams and their trip down the coal mine.
Y2 really enjoyed their trip to Tynemouth where they visited the aquarium and spent some time on the
beach as part of their Seaside topic.
As part of their Wonderful World topic, our Early Years children enjoyed their trip to Whitehouse Farm
where they got to feed the lambs, hold some of the animals and even had a tractor ride.
Please have a look at our FaceBook page to see all of the wonderful pictures. Remember that if you
don’t have FaceBook you can still access our page via our school website.
Pride Day
On Friday 1st July we celebrated Pride in school under the heading - Be Proud of Who You Are. The
children had some wonderful discussions about the topic in our assemblies across the week and were
very mature in their thoughts and responses. Again the pictures from the day have been uploaded to
our FaceBook page.
Hoopstarz
On 8th June all children across the school took part in Hoopstarz. The children had a great time
showing off their hoop skills and getting their heart rates racing!
Farmer’s Market
Y3 ran a farmer’s market at the beginning of the half term offering out the fruit and vegetables that
have been grown in our allotment. We hope you took advantage of this and took home some freshly
harvested produce. Thank you for your kind donations. The money raised through this has been put
towards replacing the pump in our pond to keep the habitat clean and healthy.
Phonics Scheme
We have a new phonics scheme for Early Years and KS1 pupils. After a lot of research we have
chosen to go for Little Wandle (Letters and Sounds Revised). This will be in place in September. All
staff across the school have completed their training and the resources have been purchased. There
will be a meeting early on in September so that parents can find out more about it.
Alison Jiear
A few weeks ago we were lucky to receive a school visit, and performance in assembly, from Alison
Jiear. Alison is a professional singer and has featured in numerous professional performances in the
West End in London and in blockbuster films. Alison sang some tunes from The Greatest Showman
and was even accompanied by Mr Daly-Brand.
Sustrans - Wylam Waggonway
Sustrans have been in touch to let us know that following our pupils designing the artwork for the
history themed bench on the Wylam Waggonway (together with help from other community groups on
Waggonway initiatives), this has resulted in Sustrans receiving a LOVE Northumberland Award in the

Best Community Response to the Climate Change Emergency category for the awareness raised
about the environmental benefits of active travel and our efforts to improve biodiversity on the route.
Sustrans are planning on using the £250 prize money to look at setting up Geocaching (more info
here: https://www.geocaching.com/play) on the Wylam Waggonway which would be an accessible and
free activity that could be enjoyed by locals and visitors.

Information
Early Years Graduation
We are looking forward to welcoming our Early Years parents into school tomorrow for the EYFS
Graduation. This will begin at 10am. Please arrive at the main entrance for 9:50am.
Wylam’s Got Talent
Not long now until the final of Wylam’s Got Talent 2022! We are very excited about this in school and
can’t wait until the performances. For those who are taking part, please remember to bring in all
costumes, props and music needed for the show. If hair and makeup is needed then this can be
applied before school. The winners of the event will be announced at our sports day.
Sports Day: Reception to Y4
Keep everything crossed for sports day 2022. Hopefully the weather will be kind to us and this will be
able to take place on Monday 11th July as planned. We aim to begin at 1:30pm (or as close to as
possible). The school gates will be open from 1:15pm. We are really looking forward to seeing you all
then. You will receive information later on in the week to let you know what team colour your child will
be. This will be different to the house colours.
Nursery Sports Afternoon
This will take place on Thursday 14th July at 2pm. If your child does not attend Nursery on that
session they are still welcome to take part in the Sports Day.
Bushcraft
Next week (week beginning 11th July) each year group in school will be taking part in a range of
bushcraft activities with Paul Mordue. The focus for the activities will be to develop team work,
problem solving and skills in resilience, along with learning key skills for the specific outdoor activities.
Please see the table below for the information about your child’s day.
Class

Date

Activity

Nursery +
Reception

Monday 11th July

Preparing food and cooking
around the campfire
Paddling Pool rounders

Year 1

Tuesday 12th July

Fire building
Cooking on the fire
Orienteering
Giant slip and slide

Year 2

Wednesday 13th July

Fire building
Cooking on the fire
Orienteering
Giant slip and slide

Year 3

Thursday 14th July

SAS - Who dares wins off site
Giant slip and slide

Year 4

Friday 15th July

SAS - Who dares wins off site
Giant slip and slide

On your child’s day they are to come to school in comfy outdoor clothing that they can get messy in.
They will also need a change of clothes and a towel for the end of the day.
Y4 Leavers
Our Y4 leavers have got a very busy few weeks ahead of them. They are still working hard to perfect
their performance of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory which is going to be amazing. They are
performing this to the school on Monday 18th July which will be their dress rehearsal. The actual
shows will then take place on Monday 18th July at 6:30pm and Tuesday 19th July at 5:30pm at the
Wylam Institute.
Wednesday 20th July is the Y4 leavers’ assembly. This will take place at 9:30am in the school hall
(tissues at the ready!). The doors will be open from 9:15am for parents. This will also be Mrs Newall’s
last day.
Playground equipment installation
Unfortunately the playground equipment installation has been delayed. We tried our very best to have
this fitted before the summer so that our Y4 pupils would be able to play on it before they left us but
unfortunately this has not been possible. This is now being installed during the summer holidays ready
for September.
School Books
In the last week of term the children will be bringing home their old school books. Their most recent
books will be sent up to their next class but all other books will be sent home. Please can your child
bring in a plastic bag or alternative on Tuesday 19th July which they will carry their books home in.
Extra Curricular Clubs
The last week for extra curricular clubs will be the week beginning 11th July. There will be no extra
curricular clubs in the last week of term.
Last day of term
A reminder that the last day of term will be Thursday 21st July. This is also Mr Daly-Brand and Miss
Davidson’s last day. This will be a non-uniform day.
September Meetings Y1-Y4
We are already looking ahead to September. From the week beginning 12th September we will be
inviting parents into a ‘New to’ class meeting. During this meeting you will find out all of the key
information you will need for your child’s new class.
Monday 12th September
9:15am - Y1
10am - Y2
Tuesday 13th September
9:15am - Y3
10am Y4
Please don’t worry if you are unable to attend. All of the information shared will then be posted onto
our website.

School Calendar
4th July

Transition Day

5th July

EYFS Graduation - 10am

6th July (am)

Wylam’s Got Talent Final

8th July

Y3 trip to The Sill

11th July (pm)

Sports Day: Reception to Y1

11th July (am)

Y2 Multiskills festival - Wallsend Boys Club

14th July (pm)

Nursery Sports Day

11th - 15th July

Paul Mordue Bushcraft Days

18th July

School reports

18th July

Y4 Show

19th July

Y4 Show

20th July (am)

Y4 Leavers Assembly

21st July

Last day of the school year

22nd July

Queen’s Jubilee commuted bank holiday

Monday 5th September

Teacher training day

Tuesday 6th September

First day of the new school year

Monday 12th September

KS1 ‘New to’ meetings

Tuesday 13th September

KS2 ‘New to’ meetings

Best wishes
S Gibbon
Headteacher

